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he first thing I noticed at check- 
in at the Moxy Short North Hotel 
was the Experience Columbus 
Visitor Guide (www.experi- 
encecolumbus.com) whose 

cover featured a same-sex couple with their 
adorable little girl. It was a level of represen- 
tation I had seldom seen in mainstream 
tourism promotion and one that made me 
feel instantly welcomed. 

The city of scarlet and gray, the colors 
of their beloved The Ohio State Universi- 
ty, brings a pop of rainbow to the Ameri- 
can Midwest. As one of the largest festi- 
vals in the region, Columbus Pride 
(www.columbuspride.org) attracts more 
than 700,000 people every June. This 
year, the COVID-19 pandemic has post- 
poned the festivities till October. 

Columbus is a young city with an entre- 
preneurial spirit. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau findings released in 2019, 
Columbus was the only Midwestern city to 
make the Top 15 Fastest Growing Cities 
list. The result has brought a revitalization 
of neighborhoods, a renaissance of cul- 
ture, and a reinhabiting of the city center. 

 
ART & CULTURE 
In March, 2020, the Columbus Museum 
of Art (480 E. Broad St. Tel: 614- 221-
6801. www.columbusmuseum.org) 
brought home their groundbreaking exhi- 
bition “Art After Stonewall,” showcasing 
more than 250 individual works created 
since the Stonewall Uprising. Though 
Stonewall is credited with launching the 
LGBTQ rights movement in the United 
States, curator Daniel Marcus feels its 
effect on the art world deserves more 
recognition. “Our exhibition looks at two 
decades of the entanglement of contem- 
porary art, queer culture and politics,” said 
Marcus. “It’s a massive show interested in 
the ways artists engaged social move- 
ments and the social revolution initiated 
by Stonewall in 1969.” From that tempo- 
rary exhibit, the museum has acquired 
several pieces that will be integrated into 
their permanent collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first art museum to open in Ohio, 
the Columbus Museum of Art has tradi- 
tionally focused on nineteenth and twenti- 
eth century art. With a $37-million renova- 
tion project completed in 2017, the muse- 
um has expanded both its blueprint and 
programming. In April 2019, it launched 
the Center for Arts and Social Engagement 
(CASE), organizing art and conversation 
around complex issues in our society. After 
tackling how “Isolation” affects us in ways 
that are personal, social, and political in its 
inaugural year—a theme that might bear 
revisiting after our COVID-19 quarantine 
experience—2020 will explore the theme 
of “Justice.” 

One mile away, in the emerging 
Franklinton neighborhood, the National 
Veterans Memorial and Museum (300 
W.  B road St.  Tel:  614 - 362 - 2800 . 
www.nationalvmm.org) does justice to 
American veterans from the Revolution- 
ary War to present-day conflicts. The only 
museum in the country dedicated to hon- 
oring veterans opened in October 2018, 
with a focus on the human experience, 
not the wars fought. As the city’s newest 
landmark, the 50,000 square-foot muse- 
um has transformed the waterfront of the 
Scioto  River.  Built  as  intersecting   con- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

crete bands of concentric circles, the 
museum’s layers stack to a rooftop sanc- 
tuary with expansive views of the river 
and the Downtown skyline. 

Just a ten-minute walk away, a 100-year- 
old warehouse has been converted into a 
co-working space for local artists. The 400 
West Rich (www.400westrich.com) building 
is home to galleries, studios, and perform- 
ance groups. The concept of “local” is high- 
ly revered here, according to Mikey Thomas, 
the director of Movement Activities 
(www.movementactivities.com), an alterna- 
tive movement training center specializing in 
aerial dance and fitness, which was one of 
the first tenants in the complex eight years 
ago. “All of our instructors are local. That’s 
really important to me. We have the best 
right here and we want Columbus people 
utilized,” said Thomas. In addition to aerial 
training and performance, Movement Activi- 
ties collaborates with other artists on special 
workshops as diverse as the population they 
serve. One queer-crowd favorite is the 
Strings Attached Ukulele Gatherings 
(www.facebook.com/groups/StringsAt- 
tachedUke), one-hour classes that teach 
participants of all levels to play the ukulele in 
a group sing-a-long. 

Every first and third Wednesday of the 
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